This study has been undertaken in district Mandi of Himachal Pradesh. The district lies between 31°13′50″ and 32°04′30″ N latitude and between 76°37′20″ and 77°23′15″ E longitude. The total geographical area of the district is 3951 km 2 which is 7.1% of area of state. The average annual rainfall is about 1331.50 mm (Central Ground Water Board, 2013). The prevailing variety of climatic conditions has enriched the study area with floristic diversity. The district is comprised of 10 tehsils. Ethnobotanical survey for this study was conducted using method followed by Sidhu and Thakur (2015) . The respondents were interviewed for the use of plants species for various dermatological problems such as burns, cuts, pimples, wounds etc.
INTRODUCTION
Ethnobotanical knowledge related to medicinal plants may add new discoveries to the world of medicines. Plantbased medicines are considered cost-effective and safe as compared to synthetic drugs. Furthermore, people gain economic benefits by collecting medicinal plants from the forests and selling them in market (Lazarou et al., 1998; White et al., 1999; Uniyal and Shiva, 2005) . This has elevated the growth of herbal medicine industries. Many plant species are yet to be explored, especially for their various medicinal activities. Most of the information is still restricted to some traditional healers or passed on to next generation by word of mouth or even lost (Akharaiyi and Boboye, 2010; Yirga, 2010) . Therefore, it is of immense importance to conserve this precious knowledge before it vanished. The documentation and identification of plants are very important, not only for their utilization but conservation also (Muthu et al., 2006) . The skin is an effective protective system. It protects the body from various infections by inhibiting the entry of pathogens. However, some of the pathogens and environmental conditions may cause problems such as eczema, leucoderma, wounds, and itching (Govindasamy and Arulpriya, 2013; Suresh et al., 2012) . Previously, ethnobotanical studies, related to dermatological problems have also been conducted in different countries on the use of plants to treat various skin diseases (Joshi and Joshi, and Herbarium, Research Institute in Indian System of Medicine, Joginder Nagar. The voucher specimens (of 76 species) were pressed, dried, labeled, and deposited in the herbarium of Department of Botany, Panjab University, Chandigarh.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A total of 168 plant species from 148 genera and 67 families were used for the treatment of various skin problems. The families, botanical names, local names, habit, source, method of preparation, and uses are given in Table 1 . The families -such as Lamiaceae, Asteraceae, and Fabaceae -have contributed 13, 12, and 10 members, respectively ( Table 2 ). The main source was wild species (127) followed by cultivated (33) species. Four species occur both in wild as well as cultivated state whereas the products of remaining four were purchased from the market. The herbs (72) were dominating among the reported plant species (Figure 1 ).
All the recorded plant species (168) were useful in the treatment of more than 28 skin related problems including abscesses, burns, itching, pimple, skin rashes, urticaria, warts etc. Maximum number of species (58) were used to treat abscesses followed by cuts (57), burns (38), fungal infection on toes (19), irritation/ itching (17), and so on (Figure 2) . Ajuga parvifl ora and Aloe vera were used to remove dark scars from burns. Nine remedies were available for the treatment of (Contd...) and requires attention. Most of the plants were wild and herbs, so their conservation is necessary for utilization of generations to come. This can be done by encouraging local people for the cultivation of these plants. Furthermore, this preliminary study may act as a baseline for the discovery of new plant-based medicines. These plant species can be Studied in detail for different phytochemicals to understand their medicinal activity.
